
Access Guide to Wainhouse 
Tower 

This is a visual guide to Wainhouse Tower. 

It tells you what to expect when you visit us. 

The photo is by Yorkshire Frontiers. 

Important things to know 

• There are 369 steps to climb Wainhouse Tower. There is no step-free 

access.  

• There are no toilets at Wainhouse Tower 



What is Wainhouse Tower? 
Wainhouse Tower is a tall folly. A folly is a 

building that was built for no practical 

reason. 

Wainhouse Tower is 77 metres tall. It has 

an outdoor viewing platform at the top. 

You climb the steps inside the tower to get 

to the viewing platform. There is no lift or 

ramp. 

From the top of the tower, you can see a 

long way across Calderdale. 

You need to book a date and time to climb 

the tower. You can find out how to do this 

later in the guide. 



Where is Wainhouse Tower? 
Wainhouse Tower is in the King Cross area 

of Halifax.  

Our address is: 

9 Wakefield Gate, Halifax, West Yorkshire, 
HX3 0HB 

When is Wainhouse Tower open? 
You can only climb Wainhouse Tower on certain 
days of the month from March to September: 

• The 2nd Friday of each month 

• The 3rd Saturday of each month 

• Bank Holidays  

(if the weather is good, Wainhouse Tower may also 

open on the same days in October) 

The tower is closed from October/November until 

March. 



You need to book a day and time to visit on the 

Visit Calderdale Eventbrite page.  

Bookings only open about 1 week in advance. 

Please look about 1 week before you want to visit 
to see if there is space to book. 

Ticket Prices 
Wainhouse Tower ticket prices:  

• Adult tickets £5 

• Child tickets £4 (aged 5-16) 

• Under 5s can visit for free 

If you want to, you can pay an extra £1 and get a 
certificate to show you climbed the tower! 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/visit-calderdale-29603793049


Arriving at Wainhouse Tower 
There are 2 footpaths you can use to get to Wainhouse Tower: 

The path from Wakefield Gate (approximately 0.2 miles) 

• This route is approximately 0.2 miles 

depending on where you park along 

Wakefield Gate) 

• Wakefield Gate is a cobbled road. 

• This path slopes up. 

• The first half of the path is made of uneven 
earth and stone. There is a grass verge in 

the middle. 

• The second half of the path is tarmac with 

grass around it. 

• This path is somewhat wheelchair 
accessible and buggy friendly, but it is 

uneven. 

• There are no resting places on the walk. 



The path from Skircoat Moor Road 

• This route is approximately 0.9 miles 

(depending on where you park along 

Skircoat Moor Road) 

• This path is not wheelchair accessible 

or buggy friendly. 

• There are 3 steps down from the road. 

• The path slopes down. 

• The first bit of the path is made of very 
uneven stone paving. 

There are 6 steps down from the stone 

paving to a dirt path. 

The dirt path changes to tarmac as it gets 

nearer to Wainhouse Tower. 



Our main entrance 
Our main entrance looks like this. 

• It is a heavy black door 

• There is 1 step up to the door 

• The door will be open when you visit 

There is no seating or shelter outside the 

main entrance. 



People who can help 
Our friendly volunteers can help you during your visit. 

They wear Calderdale Council lanyards and hi-vis 
vests like this: 

• A volunteer will meet you outside the main 
entrance when you arrive. 

• There will be 2 volunteers on the viewing platform. 

• Our volunteers know a lot about the tower. You can 

ask them questions about it if you want to. 

Ticket check and safety talk 
When you arrive, a volunteer will meet you outside the 

tower. 

They will check your ticket. 

Your ticket will be an e-ticket on your phone. You can 

show it on your phone or print it out and bring it with you. 

Before you climb the tower, the volunteer will tell you 

how to stay safe on the way. 



Climbing the tower 
When we have checked everyone’s tickets, your 

group can go into the tower: 

• You will come into a small porch area 

• It is a bit dark in here 

• You will see the stone stairs going up to the 

viewing platform. 

You will climb the stone stairs to the top of the 

tower:  

• There are 369 steps to climb. 

• The staircase is narrow and curved. 

• There is no handrail on the stairs. 

• There is low lighting on the stairs. 

• There are small windows to let in light. 

• There are some wider passing places. 

• There are small seats in some places. 

• You can sit and rest on them if you need to. 



The viewing platform 

You can look over the walls to see the view. 

At the top of the stairs, you will come 

outside to the viewing platform. 

The viewing platform is octagon-shaped 

(so it has 8 sides). 

It has a stone floor and stone walls all 

around it. 



• It is usually bright and windy on 

the platform. 

• You can shelter behind the tall 

columns if you need to. 

• You cannot take large bags inside 

the tower. 

• If you have a large bag you will 

have to leave it outside (we won’t 

be able to look after it for you). 

• It’s a good idea to bring a bottle of 
water in case you get thirsty. 



What to expect 
• You will go up the tower with a small group of other visitors 

• Your group has 1 hour to explore the tower 

• You can come down from the viewing platform whenever you want 

during your visit 

• You can go back up to the viewing platform as many times as you want 

during your visit 
How busy is the tower? 

Up to 25 people can visit the tower at one time. 

 

You will go up the tower in a smaller group. 

There are often less visitors on Fridays. There can be 

more visitors on Saturdays or at weekends. 



Toilets 
There are no toilets at Wainhouse Tower or close by. 

The nearest public toilets are in Manor Heath Park, 

about 1 mile away. 

Food and drink 
You can bring your own picnic food or 

snacks. 

You can eat in the grassy park area outside 

the tower. 

There are no seats here so you will need a 

picnic mat. 

When you have finished eating, please put 

your rubbish in the bin. 

You are not allowed to eat inside the 
tower. 

There is nowhere to buy food or drink at 

Wainhouse Tower 



Accessibility at Wainhouse Tower 
Wainhouse Tower is not wheelchair accessible 
and does not have step-free access. 

There is no seating apart from the stone slabs 

beside the stairs. 

Assistance Dogs are welcome at Wainhouse 

Tower. 

It is helpful if you can tell us before your visit 
that you are bringing your assistance dog. 

You can email us on 

Wainhouse.Tower@calderdale.gov.uk 

If you have any access questions about 

Wainhouse Tower, please contact us: 

Email: Wainhouse.Tower@calderdale.gov.uk 

We will be happy to help. 

Enjoy your visit to Wainhouse Tower 

mailto:Wainhouse.Tower@calderdale.gov.uk
mailto:Wainhouse.Tower@calderdale.gov.uk


More Information 
You can read more access guides on the Visit Calderdale website. 

Here is the link:  

www.visitcalderdale.com/visitor-information/accessibility 

About the design 
This guide uses pictures and designs made by What Collective. 

They made these for the Culturedale Access Guide Project. 

The designs belong to The What Collective. Culturedale Partners are 

allowed to use them. 

www.culturedale.co.uk 

whatcollective.co.uk 

http://www.visitcalderdale.com/visitor-information/accessibility
http://www.culturedale.co.uk/
http://whatcollective.co.uk/
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